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An Interview with Sam & Amy Cheung

LYF: Could you please tell us a litile bit
about you and your family?

Sam.: 1 grew up in Hong Kong and I came
to this country in 1973. After spending a
year in Los Angeles, I came to Massa-
chusettes and studied electrical engi-
neering at the University of Lowell. It’s
interesting to mention that Tom Diep was
my roommate back then. We've come a fong
way! In 1976, I went to Ohio State and did
my graduate study work there. There are
quite a few brothers and sisters of the
Lowell church who also came from QOhio
State. | remember meeting Irene’s parents
- Professor and Mrs. Ching F. Wang.
Professor Wang was flinishing his doctor-
ate. I came back to Lowell in 1979 and
have been here since.

Amy: T was born in Hong Kong. I first
went to El Paso in Texas in 1973. My major
was education, In 1975, I went to Ohio
State, and that’s where I met Sam. We were
married in 1980 in Columbus. I came to
Lowell in 1981. Sam came here first
because [ was a deaconess of the Columbus
Chinese Christian Church and could not
leave right way. We have there children.
They are Eunice, 9, Matthew, 7 and
Stephanie, 5. We are expecting our fourth
one.

LYF: Sam, how did you become a Christian?
Sam: 1 attended a Catholic high school in
Hong Kong. But I was not a Christian. I
came to know Christ while I was in Ohio
State. I attended the baptismal course and
later accepted Christ as my personal Savior
in 1976. I was very clear about my sin and
I knew I needed Him,

Amy: 1 was very much like Sam - attended
a Catholic secondary school in Hong Kong
and accepted Christ while I was in Ohio.

LYF: Sam, you left Lowell in 1976, why did
you come back in 1979?

Sam.: As1said, I became a Christian when
I was in Ohio. I was young in the Christian
faith, but I was very zealous and had the
urge to pass on the Good News. I came to
Lowell on a business trip in 1978. There
wasn’t a bible study group among the
students in Lowell then. Amy and I both
became Christians while we were students,
Students are generally more receptive to

invitations by Christians. I had a special
kinship with Lowell, so I began to look
for jobs in this area soon after I returned
to Ohio. I came back to Lowell the
following vyear.

LYF: Where do you work now?

Sam: 1 am a word-processing software
development engineer in a small computer
firm called Xyquest, Inc. It is located in
Billerica.

LYF: Do you work, Amy?

Amy: 1 taught at an institution for the
mentally retarded back in Columbus. I
have been homemaking since I came to
Lowell in 1981,

LYF: Sam, you are a deacon of our church,
right?

Sam: Yes, I was re-elected recently to be
the chair of the deacons committee, My
responsibility is to oversee the different
faculties of this committee and also to
assist Paster Liu in the church adminis-
tration.

LFY: How about you, Amy?

Amy: I have been coordinating the women
fellowship. Several sisters of our church
meet in my house every Thursday morn-
ing. We sing, we pray and we share. We
pray for our church. We pray for ourselves.
And we are learning to pray for our
husbands and children. We see people
changed because of our prayers. We
treasure this fellowship a lot. I hope we
can work out a plan to extend this
fellowship to the sisters who have to work
in the daytime.

LYF: You two are undoubtedly one of the
most loving couples of our church. Could you
tell us how you manage, shall I say, vour
marriage so well?

Amy: Marriage takes more than love
between husband and wife. David said in
Psalm 37, verse 4, "Delight yourself in the
Lord and He will give you the desires of
your heart." We need God in our lives. We
need Him in our marriage. (Sam keeps
nodding his head while Amy is speaking. We
assume he agrees 100% - LYF-Line)

LYF: Now our church is into its third year.
What are your expectations?
Sam: Our church should continue to
broaden our faith through bible
teachings and participation
in the great commission of
spreading the Good News.
The church should also
continue establishing com-



munication and relationship with our
neighboring communities. I would like to
see a breakthrough in realizing a church
structure of our own in the near future.
As for our brothers and sisters, we should
learn to put God as our central mentality
and the church as primary practicality in
our lives. We also need discipline. We go
to work on time on weekdays but we are
always late to our worship on Sundays. We
should learn to exert and extend our
commitment to God.

Amy: The church as a whole must learn
to pray. Not only the people who come to
the prayer meetings on Wednesday eve-
nings, but the whole church. Only through
prayer a church can sustain and grow.

LYF: What about the young people of our
church? You want to say something to our
youths?

Amy: lan Ma, one of the youth counselors,
said it again in a recent Sunday sermon.
It was from I Timothy, "Don’t let anyone
look down on you because you are young,
but set an example for the believers in
speech, in life, in love, in faith and in
purity." Though I was not a Christian then,

I began to share my love with the poor
people living at the waterfront when I was
in junior high, Through that I learned to
appreciate what I had.

Sam: Young people, in general, lack
self-motivation. I think, through taking
charge in serving God, young people of
our church can learn to mature in per-
sonality with a solid foundation in the
Christian faith.

LYF: On behalf of LYF-Line, I would like
to thank you again for this interview. God
bless you and your family.

(adapted and printed with permission from
LYF-Line)
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