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Growing ANd Serving

Memoirs of the Mission trip to Mexico

Mexico was a wonderful and
eye-opening experience. It was so
different from what we're used to,
but it has made a place in my heart.
I truly love the people there and
I'm grateful the 1 was given the
opportunity to share part of me
with them.

We stayed at an orphanage that
was a few minutes away from the
colonia in which we served. The
colonia is very poor. Most people
live in one-room houses made out
of wooden walls and tin roofs.
They didn't even have a floor or a
stove. They cook in a hole in the
ground. They have no running
water. They get public water ,
which isn't good for drinking, from
a facet at the end of the strect.
They have no electricity or sewer
system. They burn their trash
because there is no trash disposal
system. The roads are made of
clay,and dust is always blowing
everywhere. The children are given
responsibilities al a very young
age. A three-year-old girl goes

God has given me this day to use as 1 will.

every day with a small bag and a
shopping list to go to groceries
for her mother. Most people
don't have steady jobs. The men
would go every day to this place
where they might get a job for a
day if they are needed. If they
aren't hired, they just go home
without getting paid. There have
also been cases of kidnapping in
the colonia, and the children
would get sold elsewhere. But
despite these desolate conditions
the people there are very happy
and friendly, They welcomed us
warmly and talked to us openly.
The children there are so innocent
and caring. We gave a little girl
an apple form our lunch and she
went out and shared it with the
other children. They all take care
of each other. Five-year-old
children watch over their younger
siblings. It is a beautiful sight.

The hearts of these people are
so pure and tender. They can
accept the Word of God openly
and see His presence clearly. 1

This is the beginning of a new day.
I can waste it or grow in it's light

and be of service to others.
But what I do of this day is important

Anne Hwang

am grateful that I was given the
chance (0 evangelize to many
people, and to serve God by
building a house for a family
with two children. The mother is
pregnant and expecting in the
winter, and the father doesn't
have a steady job so he goes
everyday to a place hoping he
will be hired for that day. I am
happy I got to befriend many
children in the colonia and to
teach them about God through
Vacation Bible School. T love
these children as well as the
children at the orphanage. I see
how innocent and loving they are
despite of the hardship they go
through.

My life has changed since the
mission trip to Mexico. It has
open to me the possibility of
becoming a future missionary. |
want to serve God in every way
possible, and make each day
meaningful.

because I have exchanged a day of my life for it.

When tomorrow comes,
today will be gone forever.

I hope I will not regret the price I paid for it.



"Cast All Your anxiety on Him Because he cares for you'' ipuess

Before our 1993 Mission team
left for Mexico we had many
anxieties within our hearts. We
could not speak the language and
were apprehensive on how much
impact we would have on the
people in Mexico, We were also
very worried about our safety and
our health. However, God took all
our cares and burdens upon
Himself.

When we arrived in Mc-Allen,
Texas, we were greeted by our
Adventures In Missions (AIM)
leaders. We loaded all our luggage
on to their large pick up truck, then
climbed on to the truck. Stanley
and a few others were riding down
the highway in the truck when the
wind blew his glasses off. All of us

thought it would be impossible to
find them and even if we did find
them they would probably be
crushed. We had no choice but
1o look for them; for without his
glasses, Stanley could barely see
a thing. We would not have time
to buy another pair of glasses and
Stanley would be useless without
them. So we traced our path on
the highway and within 20
minutes found them. We truly
had to praise our great God. With
God nothing is impossible!

Before we left, many people
warned us about getting sick so
we bought over $60's worth of
Pepto-Bismol and Immodium-
AD. When we got down to
Mexico very few of us took the

Joanne Tao

medicine, being too health
conscious to eat § Pepto-Bismol
pills a day. However, even
without the medicine none of us
got sick. God was really looking
after us. Upon our return we had
6 leftover boxes of Pepto-
Bismol.

Mexico was an experience we
will never forget, In addition to
all the things we did, all the
people we met, and all the things
we experienced, we all learned
that if we trust in God he will
take care of our worries.

Lowell Youth in Mexico

Reynosa, Mexico

July 31 - August 8, 1

993

(L to R) Front row: Joanne Tao, Ann Lin, Linda Hsu, Nancy Tao, Anne Hwang, Beth Li
Back row: Ian Ma, Chi-Yuan Shao, Austin Liu, James Cho, Stanley Watt, Damon Hung
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